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VARIETY

THE ECONOMY

SPORTS

ON ARCHITECTURE

Ground Broken for Brown-Kimbrough  
Center for Arts, Innovation, and Creativity

By BOB LEWIS
Contributing Editor

Along with representatives from 
AVB Bank, ArtsOK, and the 
Brown-Kimbrough family, offi-
cials from the City of Broken Ar-
row broke ground Nov. 18 on the 
new  Brown-Kimbrough Center 
for Arts, Innovation & Creativity. 

“Broken Arrow has long been 
a community that supports art,” 
said BA Mayor Craig Thurmond. 
“This new facility is a wonderful 
new public-private partnership 
that will further allow the arts to 
flourish in Broken Arrow.” 

The ceremony was held at 302 
S. Main St., the future site of the 
15,500- square-foot facility and 
the former site of AVB Bank. The 
two-story center will feature mul-
tiple classrooms, flex space, gallery 
space, and indoor/outdoor areas 
to host events. The Brown-Kim-
brough family, owners of AVB 
Bank, donated the property to the 
city earlier this year. 

Ted Cundiff, AVB President 
and Chief Executive Officer, 
said, “From Indian Territory to 
statehood and present day, the 
Brown-Kimbrough family has 
demonstrated a generational com-
mitment to the community and 
exemplified the bank’s mission 
to serve, connect and succeed to-
gether. AVB is proud to play a role 
in our city’s shared goal to make 
the arts accessible to everyone…
and positively impact the creative 
health and growing economy of 
our community. I am honored to 
witness this moment in history and 
excited to know future generations 
can be inspired through this bold 
project.” 

The city is working with Art-
sOK, Inc., the non-profit that 
will occupy the facility, on a use 
agreement and programming. This 

innovative space is intended to be 
a unique destination in the Rose 
District to enhance the enjoyment 
and education of citizens in the en-
tire metro area. 

 Mark Frie, Chief Executive Of-
ficer at the Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center, said, “I am so pleased to 
see this project finally come to 
fruition. “It has been years in the 
making, and it is another great 
example of what can be accom-
plished in a public-private part-
nership. The commitment of AVB 
Bank and the city, along with the 
citizens of Broken Arrow, donors 
from across the state, Kristin Che-
noweth and ArtsOK, have turned 
this dream into a reality.” 

Frie added, “The center will help 
keep the arts thriving in the Rose 
District and beyond. In addition to 
art classes, event space, and gal-
lery space it will also serve as the 
home of the Kristin Chenoweth 
After School Arts program, which 
will impact hundreds of Broken 
Arrow students each year.” 

Kelley Kimbrough-Rash, AVB 
Bank Board Chair, said “Cre-
ativity is a journey. Excitement, 
wonder, discovery, passion, joy…
all provide the fuel that drives the 
journey. Everyone has the ability 
to think creatively. Not everyone 
has the tools at hand. Not every-
one has the place or means. The 
Brown-Kimbrough Center for 
Arts, Innovation & Creativity 
provides that place and the means 
where children, youth and adults 
can come to be inspired and let 
their imaginations run wild.” 

Manhattan Construction Co. 
will build the facility at a cost of 
$4.7 million, paid for by voter-ap-
proved 2014 General Obligation 
Bonds, Vision 2025 funds, and 
Sales Tax Capital Improvement 
(STCI) funds.  It is expected to 
open in the fall of 2021.

 Rose District Project Designed
 To Become a Regional Attraction

KUDOS of the MONTH: Salvation Army
The Salvation Army is march-

ing into battle against all types of 
needs this year, and at the fore-
front in fundraising efforts are 
volunteer bell ringers throughout 
Greater Tulsa.  

Each year increasingly, The Sal-
vation Army serves more than 25 
million people across America, 
including many in Greater Tulsa. 
That means more than 55 mil-
lion meals for the hungry, more 
than 10 million nights of shelter 
for the homeless, and countless 
Christmas gifts for children who 
may otherwise go without.

Funds raised by a Salvation 
Army Bell Ringer make a year-
round impact in the community 

through social services assis-
tance, homeless shelters, disaster 
relief, children’s programs, re-
habilitation services, anti-human 
trafficking and more.

There are few things more re-
warding than giving of one’s time 
to help others. Often referred to 
as “the Army behind the Army,” 
volunteers play a crucial role in 
our ability to help those in need 
in our communities. Salvation 
Army volunteers change lives 
and in the process, enrich their 
own lives. Opportunities are 
available for individuals, corpo-
rations, schools, civic groups and 
other organizations.  For infor-
mation, call 918-587-7801
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RINGING FOR OTHERS:  Volunteer bell ringers from the Broken 
Arrow 4-H Club ring their bells at the Bass Pro Shop in Broken Arrow. 
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HONORING CREATIVITY:  AVB Chairman of the Board Kelley 
Kimbrough-Rash makes opening remarks before the official ground-
breaking for the Brown-Kimbrough Center. Also shown are Councilor 
Johnnie Parks, Councilor Christi Gillespie, Mayor Craig Thurmond 
and AVB Bank President and CEO Ted Cundiff.

Broken Arrow Express photo

PROUD FAMILY:  Ready for the groundbreaking are, from left, Sally 
Kimbrough Wilton (Board of Directors member and sister of Kelley), 
Kelley Kimbrough-Rash, and Cooper Rash, (Marketing Officer of AVB 
and son of Kelley).
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OFFICIAL GROUNDBREAKING:  Broken Arrow governmental and 
civic leaders break ground for the Brown-Kimbrough Center for Arts, 
Innovation & Creativity.


